
Hazardous Materials/Emergency Response



 Basic Response Objectives – Before Emergency 
Services Arrive

 Keep Yourself Safe

 Help a Brother/Sister Out
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 Cores of all systems are basically the same: 
1. Protection of Life 
2. Property
3. Environment

 Several different management processes exist
 8-Step Process
 GEDAPER Process
 DECIDE Process
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5.4

Hazardous Materials Management Systems



 The most important tasks
 ISOLATE and DENY ENTRY:

 Barrier tape
 Use of Law Enforcement
 Use of Vehicles to Block Access

 Control Ignition Sources
 Vehicles
 People
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Doing the Limbo Dance



7

Gas

Liquid

Solid

IMMEDIATE Isolation Distances



 Rescue of victims from hazard area can be extremely 
controversial

 Evaluate incident





Respond uphill and upwind from the release
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Explosive Involved In Fire or has the Possibility 
of Fire Impinging on Material will Require 
Evacuation of 1 Mile.



 Explosive Material
 Evacuate 
 Quickly Remove From Area

 Toxic Materials – Especially Toxic 
 Shelter In Place A Possibility
 Shut off air handling systems, Close Windows and Doors



 Emergency Decon
 Simple process
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