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What is a Pipeline Emergency 
Responders Initiative (PERI)?

Public-private partnership among emergency 
response organizations and pipeline operators 
to improve emergency response.



What Do We Want to Accomplish with PERI? 

 Enhance responders understanding of pipeline risks and 
hazards; 

 Strengthen relations in the interest of public safety;

 Improve management of pipeline emergencies 
nationwide



Regulatory Requirements 

Emergency Plans - 192.615 and 195.402

 Written procedures for notifying appropriate fire, police, 
and other public officials of gas and liquid pipeline 
emergencies

 Establish and maintain liaison with appropriate fire, 
police, and other public officials

Public Awareness - 192.616 and 195.440

 Messages to emergency responders and public officials



PERI Workgroup

 Give operators credit for 
PERI participation

 Review regulatory 
requirements and issue 
guidance/ADB

 Outreach strategy



Status of PERIs 



https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/peri/pipeline-emergency-responders-initiative-peri

PERI Logos 



Advance the ability of State 
emergency responders to manage 
pipeline emergencies through 
improved training, cooperation and 
communication with pipeline 
operators

PERI Mission Statement



PERI Marketing Brochure 



PERI Marketing Brochure 



Alternative Responder Training

 Pipeline emergency training transferred to fire-based training 
services

 Enhances credibility 

 Maximizes emergency responder participation

 Recognition of specific knowledge needs of responders

 Eliminates one-size-fits-all approach to training



Training Tailored to Rank and Position

Course Position/Rank Content
Train the Trainer

16-hour
Hazmat teams, command 

officers, trainers
In-depth focus on pipeline 

emergencies; instructor qualification

Command Module
4-hour

Law enforcement, EMS, 
emergency managers, fire 

chiefs

Provides strategic awareness; Focused 
on NIMS & ICS, unified command, 

Incident Action Plan, pre-planning for 
incidents 

Company Officer & 
Firefighter Module

8-hour

Rank & file firefighters 
(volunteer or paid)

Focused on scene safety, initial 
incident command, size-up, prompt 
notification of operator, assistance 

requests, ordering of resources

911 Dispatch Module
4-hour

E-911 operators Provides detailed information on 
pipelines in jurisdiction, product risks 
and hazards, questions to ask when 

pipeline emergency reported, what to 
communicate to operators & ERs



Emphasis on Prevention

 Response important, but prevention saves 
lives

 Damage Prevention content incorporated 
into “Pipeline Emergencies” course

 Role & importance of 811
 Underground utility locating process
 Excavation awareness (how to tell if a line 

has been located at a working job site)



 Providing sustainable pipeline safety training for ERs 
 Overcoming low priority placed on pipeline emergencies training
 Key emergency responder participation
 Meeting logistics
 Increased demands on time of ERs
 Establishing baseline to measure progress
 Establishing entity and funding to sustain program

Challenges Moving Forward with PERI



Operator Concerns

 Emergency responder participation

 Is PERI mandatory?

 No one on 1162 workgroup part of PERI

 Regulatory credit for participating in 
collaborative programs

 Cost too high if in multiple states
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Operator Concerns Addressed

 Leveraging Emergency responders on existing PERIs and speaking 
to National ER Associations

 PERI is Voluntary

 1162 workgroup has members on PERI workgroup

 PHMSA workgroup looking at regulatory credit for participating in 
collaborative programs

 All states budget different, discount for multiple states, some 
operators using money spent on other less effective programs 



Resources Links

 PHMSA PERI web page

https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/peri/pipeline-emergency-
responders-initiative-peri

https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/peri/pipeline-emergency-responders-initiative-peri


Resources Links



Why will PERIs Succeed?
Each group receives specific benefits, but all groups involved share a 

common goal



Thank you
James (Jay) Prothro
Community Liaison

james.prothro@dot.gov
http://phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline
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http://phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline
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